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Ababa. Many of them were murdered in the Addis riots ;
two helped to rescue the ex-Reichswehrman who had taught
them anti-tank artillery, and sheltered in the German
Legation.
Cognate with the lack of leadership was the lack of
liaison and strategic control. The Emperor, when war
came, was able to give Ras Desta in the south, and Ras
Kassa in the north, each a radio set. He had already a
fixed station and spare set at Harrar, and two portables in
the Ogaden : he kept two portables for himself, ready for
his Imperial progress to the northern front. By relayed
telephone the Emperor could address Debra Markos, in
Gojjam ; Gondar and Amba Bircutan in the far north-west ;
Dessye and the whole eastern edge of the plateau up to
Makalle ; Erga Alem, the capital of Sidamo in the south ;
the railway zone, Harrar and the Ogaden. But the
Ethiopian telephone is an erratic and slovenly instrument ;
it sometimes takes days to work. The Ethiopian radio was
used on a code changed so rarely that the Italians found
no difficulty in breaking it.
In the field organisation and liaison between the various
army groups followed its two thousand-year-old model.
The great Ras, though not necessarily jealous of each other,
were often too proud to ask each other for help. They
fought apart. Or they sent friendly messages by foot.
As scouts, except in the poaching districts of the Borana
south of Sidamo, where Ras Desta was to attempt his
invasion of Italian Somaliland, the Ethiopians were
singularly deficient. Scouting is a nomad virtue, but the
Ethiopian has been an agriculturist for two thousand years.
He never learnt how to make a thorough reconnaissance,
and though in civilian life capable of collecting complete
information on every foreigner in Ethiopia, Military Intelli-
gence in time of war was beyond him.
Something else disturbed the Emperor more.
Guerrilla warfare, which he preached, depends in the
first place on freedom of movement between the points of
contact with the enemy. Movement of such a kind was
impossible in day time, because of the Italian Air Force.
He gave orders that during the day time the men should
keep in caves and under the scant bushes of the plateau,

